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it as soon as he tried to carry it out. When he came to the
point, he realized, strange as it seemed, that he did not want
her pardon. The first draft of the letter he tore up because
it was too cold, the second because it was too ardent, and
the third because it was too despairing. The fourth he let
stand only because there was no time to write a fifth.

The carrier's cart had called for his box, and as he
hastily scrawled the address on the envelope, he realized
that the only thing which mattered was that he was leaving
Emily, The farm and all the plans and activities bound
up with it suddenly showed no more than a web of
petty ambition and petty intrigue from which he was
well disentangled. His brothers were good fellows, but
piteously unnecessary to the scheme of his existence. Of
Dora he saw little enough as things were; besides, she was
always whining. No doubt this change of heart helped
him through some leave-takings that might have been most
bitter. James shook him by the hand, and asked him to
write and tell him how he fared; Miss Wellings told him
that it would not help him to get drunk if LJ felt lonely;
and Patrick recommended him to marry, " and then I
don't see as you need be lonely, and you won't have to
pay a servant-gal, neither." " If he marries/' said James,
** I'm sorry for his wife."

These were practically all the good-byes to be said.
The moody, erratic conduct of the last two years had lost
him what friends he possessed among the neighbouring
fanners' sons. He went into the yard, and shook hands
with the men. Blackman was inclined to be facetious:
he had often been drunk himself, but he had never had
the misfortune to kill a pedigree stallion. A dairy girl
waved her hand, said ** Good-bye, Muster Claude/' and
giggled. That was all,

He was to bicycle to the station. He shot past the
carrier's cart before it reached Broad Oak, and reflected
with satisfaction that he had plenty of time. His newly
acquired self-knowledge told him why he was so pleased
to be in good time: it does not take so very long to leave